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Consonant Sounds - Introduction

1. A Consonant Sound is made by blocking air as it leaves the mouth.
2. The tongue, lips & teeth and voice are used in different ways for each sound.

a) EXERCISE - Below is an example of every consonant sound in English. Listen to the
recording and repeat. Which sounds are unusual to you?

type of sound sound word-initial word-final
PLOSIVE Ipf park stop
Made by completely blocking the bl best lob
air in the mouth followed by an
explosion of air.. n time might
i/ done paid
&/ cart lake
gl Quide flag
FRICATIVE L] fine knife
Made by pushing the air through a Il van leave
gap in the mouth, creating a
friction sound. 8l think path
18/ those bathe
isd sort pass
iz Zone cheese
W ship marsh
I3/ - measure
AFFRICATE o chart itch
Plosive followed by fricative. fd3/ giant page
NASAL fm/ main lime
Made partly through the nose. In/ no rain
n/ - sing
APPROXIMANT bwi wall -
Imbetween a vowel and a Il right -
consonant, as the air is not fully
blocked. iy yes -
n W like fall
GLOTTAL h hate -
Produced in the glottis. e - what




2. In spoken English there are 19 vowel sounds (shown below:
3. Sounds 1 - 12 are monothongs: they require one mouth position.
4. Sounds 13 - 19 are diphthongs: they require two mouth positions.

Vowel Sounds - Introduction

1. A vowel sound shapes the flow of air in the mouth.

5. Sounds /88/ and /88 are common regional variations.

6. Sounds with /: / are long.

| 1 2 3 4 13 14 15
| | L I C | & | €C || al
: 3 b 7 ] 16 7
|9 |8 | A|@|aU|av | DU
9 10 n 12 18 1]
W/ U0 |93 | D| R | € S
al PRACTICE - Listen and repeat each word:
Short Sounds Long Sounds Diphthong Sounds
1thin i: need grpave
u look u: food o1 boy
e left 3:tum artime
Alove a: heart su road
& cat 9. bored au down
D lost 16 beard
es chair

LONG, SHORT OR DIPHTHONG?

b} EXERCISE - Decide if the words below are long (1), short (s) or diphthong (d) sounds.

The first three have been done for you.

1laugh £ 2.het S

3.side 2

6. worn 7.machine 8. lose
11 cheers  12.son 13. book
16. hat 17.amnoy  18. bird

4. chip 5. moment
g.romnd  10. west
14. where  15.are
19.meat 20 have




sorz?

- An < s> in written English can be pronounced /s/ or /2/ in spoken English. There are some
rules for this, but with many words, you have to learn which pronunciation is correct.

EXERCISE - Say the words in the box, and put them into their correct column in the chart:

lease plays lose loose was lights its peas what's crease
is us please pass as stop hes who's chase

lease /9/@/5

- Listen to check your answers,
- Learn any words which you put in the wrong column.



IPA - Introduction

1. IPA stands for International Phonetic Alphabet.
2. IPA shows us how to pre e words i

dictionary.

4. On the course, you will learn how to read and write in IPA.

5. The most common sound in English is /3/.

6. /3/ can be spelt with < a > < e > <i>< 0> or <u > inwritten English.

d of how to spell them.
3. Itis very useful to learn IPA, as you can find the pronunciation of any word in a

a) PRACTICE Before you do the exercise below, listen to and repeat /3/ sound.

NAME IT!

b) EXERCISE Match the categories on the left with words written in IPA on the left and write
the word next to the answer, If it is too difficult, use the sound file ] to help.

Category
colou
city\

man’'s name

Using IPA can be
tricky at first, but
when you are good

woman's name

atit, your
pronunciation will make of car
improve! .
fruit
vegetable
animal

famous English man
famous English woman
sport

country

IPA

ba'na:na
'kaeralan
ma'seidiz
'kwizn 1'lizaba6
papal  purple
ma'drid

‘tomas

'keerat
‘patfagal
‘elafant,

'dervid 'bekam

ka'nu.ip

3 Listen then repeat the words from ‘Name It'. Pay attention to the /a/

sound.

- What does /' / show? (Answer on last page of this pack).



Speech Structure - The Schwa /3/

1. Spoken English is divided into slrang?mtl weak forms.
2. The weak sound /3/ is the most common sound in English.
3. /8/ is found in unstressed syllables of words:

'phomgraph pho'tography  com'puter
| [Mfautagra:f |/ fa'tografi / / kam'pju:ta /

m There are a couple of people here.
| | dar ar 2 kapal av pizpal hia |

4./3/is also found in function words (see next page for full description).

PRACTICE [RREN Listen and repeat the schwa /3/ sound. Your mouth should be relaxed with
the jaw slightly open and the tongue resting in the middle. Your lips
should not move when you produce the sound.

EXERCISE Listen and underline the schwa sounds in these words
EG com'passion

'England 'mother po'tato 'bottomless co'llapse

congratulations 'darken par'ticular 'London

EXERCISE [iIgE] Listen to the recording as you read the extract. The schwa sound is written.

My mothar is coming ta see me tamorrow aftarnoon. She oftan
comes ovar on Satardays becase my fathar is st tha football. Tha's
nothing that mum hates more than football.

Normally we have & chat about whatevar we've been doing, or if
tha was anything good on telavision yestarday. Tamorrow 'm certan
she'll ask me sbout my trip ta Brazil. @'m going there far 8 month ta
film wild animals in tha jungal, like tigars and parrats.

- 'Have you checked tha weathar forecast? she'll ask.
- "Ya've packed yar pyjamas and yar slippars’ will be next.
- ‘and you won't drink 3 lot af alchahol, will you?'

3 probably won't mentan that 3'll be photagraphing same af tha
most dangaras animals in tha world. It might make har worry........
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Speech Structure - Function Words

TASTER ISREY i) Listen to the word ‘from’.
ii} Listen to the sentence ‘It's from Keith'.
iii) How has the word changed in the sentence?

1. A function word only has a grammatical use in the sentence.
2. These are nomally - pronouns (eg. she, his, they)
- auxilliary verbs (eg be, do, have, would, will)
- prepaositions (eg to, from, for, at)
- articles (eg the, a, an)
- quantifiers (eg some, any)
3. Function words can be aid in two ways: strong and weak.
4. Most function words contain the schwa /3/ sound when they are weak.
5. Words that are not function are called Content Words.

PRACTICE [RE] - Repeat the function word as a strong form, then as a weak form within a

sentence.
Function Word Function Word In Sentence
(Strong Form) (Weak Form)
1 for Is that for John?
2 are Are you ok?
3 have What have you done?
4 as As good as it gets.
5 to Let's go fo the cinema.
6 at She's at school.
7 can Can | help you?
8 from It's from Peter.
9 her What's her name?
10 do Do you need some help?
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Intonation - Introduction

1. Intonation is the movement in pitch of the voice.
2. There are three intonation patterns in spoken English:

fall fall-rise rise

LN INS S

3. Intonation tells us the speaker’s attitude to the words they are saying:

m NNo (o) N No (maybe) /"No (surprise)

a) PRACTICE Repeat the words in the box on the right:
1. Using ™ Falling intonation
2. Using /" Fall-r ising intonation
3. Using /" Rising intonation

b) PRACTICE [NWl] Repeat after the recording,

. xNo N/”No ~No

2. NYes N /Yes /Yes

3. NWhat N/ What #What
4. “How  /How . How

n

“ Right 7 Right ~#Right
6. N\ 'Terrible N 2 'Terrible  # 'Terrible
7. N Ri'diculous 7 Ri'diculous .~ Ri'diculous

<) EXERCISE Listen to the words and write the pattern that you hear below:

+ 2, 3. 4. 5. 6. 75
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Intonation - Tonic Syllable
TASTER [N¥] - Listen to the same question in 4 different ways:

. | are you from 'Germany? |
. | are you 'from Germany? |
. | are 'you from Germany? |

| ‘are you from Germany? |

.J‘-LIJM—

1. The tonic syllable is the most im'ponant;\'m[e in the sentence.
2. In the taster above, the tonic syllable is different in each sentence.
|3. The intonation pattern begins on the tonic syllable.

4. The intonation pattern ends at the end of the sentence/unit.

5. Before the tonic syllable, the pitch is quite flat.

d) PRACTICE [EIEE] Repeat, following the patterns shown, the tonic syllable is underlined:

I.| Are you going “out tonight |

2.| Is everything alright_ |

3.| How \'are you |

4.| How are \'you |

5.|You're ./'what? |

6.] \ Good | \isn'tit |

7.| s Einished | "have you |

8. | I'm \'broke | \aren't | |

9. | I hoped it would “'rain today |
10. | I \v.”"hoped it would rain today |
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PART 2
QUIZZES

QuliZ1

1. Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) /frf/

b) /fist/
) /fitp/
d) /fiz/
e) /[1p/

2. Which word is this? /a&d'v3:tismant/

3.  Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) work
b) walk
c) woke
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4,  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the phrase that you hear?

a3
b) 4
Q5

5.  Which word is different?

a) worked
b) watched
¢) wanted
d) walked

6.  Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) /kaep/
b) /kaet/
<) [kap/
d) /kaeb/
e) /kop/
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7. Which word is this? /'nolids/

8.  Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) hit
b) heat
¢) hate

9.  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the sentence that you
hear?

a3
b) 4
o5

10. Which word is different?

a) wished
b) jumped
) kissed
d) waited
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QUIZ 2

1. Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) /bad/
b) /bel/
¢ /ba:l/
d) /bul/
e) [ba:d/

2. Which word is this? /'dy:ta/

3. Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) jeep
b) cheap
¢) sheep
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4.  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the phrase that you hear?

a)3
b) 4
05

5.  Which word is different?

a) times
b) roses
¢) wishes
d) sizes

6,  Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) [kak/
b) /keik/
) /kers/
d) /kuk/
e) /kis/
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7. Which word is this? /maga'ziin/

8.  Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) recipe
b) receipt
) recent

9,  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the sentence that you
hear?

a)3
b) 4
Q5

10.  Which word is different?

a) church
b) child

¢) channel
d) chemist
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QUIZ 3

1. Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) /bes/
b) /bi:/
¢) /bo1/
d) /ba:/
e) /ber/

2. Which word is this? /'m3:ntr)/

3. Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) where
b) were
C) wore
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4.  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the phrase that you hear?

a)4
b) 5
6

5.  Which word is different?

a) good
b) would
c) look
d) food

6.  Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) /bak/
b) /buk/
c) /bazk/
d) /baik/
e) /bitk/

]
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7 Which word is this? /ka'nek[anz/

8.  Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) tree
b) three
c) free

9.  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the sentence that you
hear?

a)4
b) 5
Q06

10. Which word is different?

a) european
b) united

) uncle

d) university
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QUIZ 4

1. Use the following symbols to write out the pronunciation of the following
word: Chocolate

ite N1 Tk o] [

2. Which phrase is this? /1tsapta’ju:/

3.  Listen to the recording. You will hear two words. Are they the same or
different?

a) same
b) different
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4. Listen to the recording. How many words are in the phrase that you hear?

a)s
b) 6
o7

5.  Which word is different?

a) how
b) cow
o) low

d) now

6.  Use the following symbols to write out the pronunciation of the following
word: Aircraft

It/ 'es/ [f] [t/ [ai] [K/

7. Which word is this? /pranansi‘e1fan/
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8.  Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) van
b) ban
¢) fan

9.  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the sentence that you
hear?

a)s
b) 6
Q7

10. Which word is different?

a) post

b) lost

¢) crossed
d) tossed
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QUIZSS

1. Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need,

a) /Y1sz/
b) /fes/
¢ /fiiz/
d) /tfin/
e) /femn/

2. Which phrase is this? /hav'matf1zit/

3. Listen to the recording. You will hear two words. Are they the same or
different?

a) same
b) different
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4,  Listen to the recording. How many words are in the phrase that you hear?

a)4
b) 5
c)6

5. Which word is different?

a) thing
b) other
¢) brother
d) these

6.  Write the correct transcriptions under each image. There is one you don't
need.

a) /hat/
b) /hi:t/
) /hit/
d) /hert/
e) /hat/
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7.  Which word is this? [‘tntavju:/

8. Listen to the recording. Which word do you hear?

a) fast
b) first
c) feast

9. Listen to the recording. How many words are in the sentence that you
hear?

a)s
b) 6
07

10. Which word is different?

a) laugh

b) cough

c) enough
d) although
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PRONUNCIATION 1
BBC Learning English - Talk about English
July 4, 2005
Callum: Hello and welcome to Talk about English. I'm Callum Robertson.
In today’s programme we’re going to be looking at the topic of
pronunciation. What makes good pronunciation and what is it that native
speakers do when they are talking that you can do to make your spoken
English more fluent and natural. To discuss these topics I’ve been joined
today by teacher, teacher trainer and materials writer, Alan Stanton. Hello
Alan
Alan: (brief hello)
Callum: When learning a language there are many things to study and
practice — such as vocabulary and grammar; skills such as reading, writing
and speaking. A key to good speaking is good pronunciation. Alan, first,
how important do you think pronunciation is as a language skill and what
do we mean by good pronunciation?
NB: The following are notes that we were used for the discussion when it
was recorded. This is not a transcript
Alan: People want to be understood when they speak to others. They don’t
want their words to be mistaken for other words because they haven’t
pronounced them very well. (Possible story of student who wanted to buy a
train ticket to Turkey and was sold one to Torquay). Good pronunciation —
clear and comprehensible, not placing a strain on the listener, not
necessarily a perfect imitation of a particular native-speaker accent
Where to start with pronunciation — because it's not the same as spelling.
Sometimes difficult to know the pronunciation from the spelling. 26 letters
but 44 sounds. Can use phonemic symbols to represent these sounds.
Possible to find out the pronunciation by using a dictionary, if you know
these symbols.
Should students aim to sound like a native speaker?
Not essential to sound like native speaker — lots of acceptable native
speaker accents. Important to understand native speakers- speech will be
fast and fluent — may cause difficulties. Important to know what native
speakers do when they speak. Useful for listening to the radio, TV, films
even if you don’t meet many native speakers
What are some of these things? Weak forms
One important feature is the weak pronunciation of vowel sounds. For
example ‘and’ sounds like ‘n’, ‘of” sounds like ‘To’ sounds like .....Schwa
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— most common weak form — very prevalent in fluent speech — common in
grammar words / prepositions etc

Sounds not letters

As mentioned before there are the phonemes, sounds, which can be used to
‘spell’ the pronunciation of individual words

There are some words like ‘cat’” where we can hear every sound that
appears in the spelling. Three letters, three sounds. In contrast, fought, past
of fight, six letters, three sounds. ‘catch’ five letters, three sounds, ‘caught’
six letters, three sounds. ‘through’, seven letters, three sounds.

Final consonant — initial vowel linking So far we’ve looked at individual
words but we don’t usually speak in individual words.

In writing you can see the gaps between words, but when speaking fluently
it can become difficult to hear those gaps because usually they aren’t there
at all and often, when two words come together we naturally do things to
make them flow easily and these things quite often mean that the sound
spelling of a word will change. If we take the phrase 'a cup of tea' 'a' 'cup''
of' 'tea' but when we say them together as part of sentence, different things
happen - We could say ‘cup of tea’ very slowly but usually we join the
words together — 'cupevtea'

So what is happening here?

A number of things, one to look at today - linking — where we join two
words together. Happens in different ways. When a word ending in a
consonant sound is followed by a word beginning in a vowel sound, there is
a smooth transition from one to the other. ‘Cup of’ becomes ‘cupev’ This is
very common and can be found in just about any example of speech. Here
are a few sentences from a BBC News report about traffic problems in a
small Russian town.

By Russian standards Tashtagol is a tiny little town - just twenty-thousand
people, a few streets and a handful of roads. So you may be surprised to
learn that traffic problems here have been causing chaos - not because of
cars but because of cows. Highlight examples from text and comment as
necessary

INSERTS (Can be played in as short clips)

..1s a tiny little town

a few streets and a handful of roads

not because of cars but because of cows
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These examples (above) show linking to a weak form which is very
common —but not just with weak forms, all consonant vowel combinations
We have an example of that here

INSERT switch off

"Don't forget to switch off the light before you go out"

Comment on 'switch off' - linking to a strong vowel

And that can sometimes lead to misunderstandings can't it?

Eg fry degg’ instead of ‘fried egg’ I scream/ice cream. ‘Switch off the
light” may sound, because of linking as if there is a word ‘choff’

Consonant to vowel linking the most common, but not the only form of
linking.

If we listen to the end of the switch off the light sentence, we can hear
another kind of linking

INSERT switch off

"Don't forget to switch off the light before you go out"

When a word ending in a vowel sound is followed by a word beginning in a
vowel sound, we need to add another sound to make the transition between
the words smooth — we add either a /w/ as in 'win' or a /j/ as in yes.

So, for example,” do it” — sounds like ‘dowit’ and ‘ I am’ is pronounced like
‘Iyam.’

In this example we had 'go out' — 'gowout'

Outline when /w/ and when /j/

When a word ends in o or u, we can hear a w sound. When it ends in I or ee
or i, we can hear j (Strictly speaking it is rounded and spread lip position
but it is best to keep it simple. It is not possible to get these wrong — only
not to do them at all — because it is a purely physiological reaction)

Some examples

Contrast: three eggs (j sound) two eggs (w sound)

Go up, go in, go out, no entry (all w)

See it (j)

Callum: That’s just about all we have time for today. Before we go a quick
recap, Alan, what are the main points we talked about today?

Alan: Number of letters not the same as the number of sounds

Weak forms very common — a, to, of

Final consonant linking to following vowel (sit up )

Final vowel linking to following vowel as w or j (two eggs. Three eggs)
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Callum: Remember you can listen to our programmes online and do a range

of exercises including pronunciation practice on our website at

bbclearningenglish.com

Hope you can join us next time for more Talk about English. Goodbye
PRONUNCIATION 2

BBC Learning English - Talk about English

July 11, 2005

Callum: Hello and welcome to Talk about English. I’'m Callum Robertson.

In today’s programme we are looking at the topic of pronunciation, we'll be

answering a question on spelling and pronunciation and looking at what

happens to certain sounds in words when people are speaking naturally and

fluently.

To discuss these topics I’ve been joined by teacher, teacher trainer and

materials writer, Alan Stanton. Hello Alan

Alan: (brief hello)

Callum: First today, a question about spelling and pronunciation, Rohini,

who's living in the United States, emailed us and wants to know why we

use the article 'a' in front of the word European — a European. European

begins with the letter 'E' which is a vowel, so he's wondering why don't we

use 'an’

Alan: to recap — sounds not same as letters, although European begins with

a vowel letter, it's actually pronounced as a consonant. Elaborate with

further egs if necessary. As a sound-based rule 100% - there are no

exceptions. Other examples: an honest man, an MP (contrast: a member of

Parliament), an sae (contrast: a stamped addressed envelope), an hour, a

university (compare: an uncle —same letter u but two different

pronunciations)

Natural tendency to join words together in the easiest, simplest and

smoothest way (Leads on to a mention of the boundaries between words

when spoken. Tend to make them as smooth as possible to enable fluency.)

Callum: One thing that is very common in fluent speech is linking. Brief

recap of consonant to vowel and /w/ /j/ linking.

We looked at consonant — vowel linking is phrases such as ‘out of order’.

Linking w between vowel sounds — No entry

Linking j between vowels — see it

Callum: There's another kind of linking to take a quick look at ..

Alan: This is with ‘r’. Those British speakers who don't pronounce final 'r'

will reintroduce it when the next word begins with a vowel. So for example



32

the word ‘there’ — in RP for example, no ‘r’ sound at the end — but if the
next word begins with a vowel then we do pronounce the ‘r’ —e.g. ‘there is’
(but it should be said that there are many accents which do pronounce the
‘r’ sound in the first place)

Some examples:

Four

Four eggs

Where is the car? (no r)

(but there is a linking r in ‘where is’)

The car is here

Callum: Today we're looking at some more features of natural fluent
speech. What is it that happens when native speakers are talking that makes
it difficult to catch the words, even when you know them. One thing we've
looked at is linking, which sometimes changes or adds a sound to make it
easier to say. But there are other things that also happen.

Alan: We've looked at what happens when a word ends with a consonant
sound and the next word is a vowel sound, and when there is a vowel sound
to vowel sound link. But what happens when there are two consonant
sounds the same, one at the end of a word, one at the beginning of the next?
Callum: We have an example here of that:

INSERT EXAMPLE

I'm a bit tired

Callum: What can you highlight from this example?

Alan: Linking I'm_a, weak form 'a', but also we have the word 'bit', which
ends in the consonant sound /t/ and that's followed by the word 'tired' which
begins with the same sound. When this happens we don't pronounce both -
so not, bit tired (pronouncing both) — but join the two together but we don’t
hear the first t — at the end of bit.)

When we say ‘I’m a bit tired” we can’t really hear the t sound at the end of
bit. What happens is that our tongue is in the right position to say t but we
only release this sound when we say the next word.

INSERT EXAMPLES

We have a lot to do

Tell me what to say

Sit down

Callum: This sounds quite subtle and difficult and is it really necessary for
people to do this when they talk.
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Alan: Probably not important to try to do it, because by trying to do it can
give unnatural emphasis.

In fact, learners should never actually try to do this, because the whole
point is that it happens in a very natural way without making any effort at
all. But knowing that it happens can help you understand what you hear. It
may help you to work out the grammar.

Callum: Let's have a listen to some examples of that, when you listen to
these examples, can you tell what tense they are?

INSERT EXAMPLE

I’ve finished it.

She's slept for 3 hours

Alan: Because I can see them written down in front of me I know that they
are both present perfect — I have finished and She has slept — but we have
reduced ‘have to ‘ve’ , so we don’t hear it separately from the f sound at the
beginning of ‘finished’. Similarly, we have reduced ‘has’ to ‘s’ and we
don’t hear it separately from the following ‘s’ sound in ‘slept’. This makes
the present perfect sound just like the past simple.

Of course, in real life the context makes it clear which tense we are using,
or we may hear words such as ‘yesterday’ or ‘last week” which we can use
with the past simple but not with the present perfect. In fact, it may not
matter very much which tense we use. That may sound a bit shocking to
students who are accustomed to doing exercises in which they have to
choose the right tense, but real language can be very messy.

Callum: There's one more feature we of fluent, connected speech that we're
going to look at today. See if you can work out what it is. You are going to
hear a number of examples — in each case you'll hear the word, then you'll
hear that word in a sentence. Something will happen to that word in the
sentence, can you work out what it is? Here's a clue, concentrate on the last
sound of the word. Here are the examples.

INSERT EXAMPLES

Next — I'm going next week — next - next week

Worst — That was the worst job I ever had! — worst - worst job

Just — Just one person came to the party! — Just — just one

Can't — I can't swim — can't — can't swim

Callum: Did you hear the difference. Alan, what's happening there?

Alan: In rapid speech /t/ sound at the end of a word often disappears
completely if there are consonant sounds on either side. In other words,
when we have three consonant sounds in a row and the one in the middle is
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t, the t will often disappear. Can hear this in individual words to — like

Westminster or postman—This also happens with /d/ sound.

Callum: That's all we have time for in today's programme, before we go, a

quick recap of the features we've looked at so far:

Alan: We've seen that words run together in different ways,

- they can link

- they can merge

- and they can drop sounds

Callum: Remember you can listen to our programmes online and do a

range of exercises including pronunciation practice on our website at

bbclearningenglish.com

Hope you can join us next time for more Talk about English. Goodbye
PRONUNCIATION 3

BBC Learning English - Talk about English

July 18, 2005

Callum: Hello and welcome to Talk about English. I’'m Callum Robertson.

In today’s programme we are looking at the topic of pronunciation and in

particular what happens to words when they are pronounced not by

themselves, but when they are pronounced as part of everyday speech.

To discuss these topics I've been joined by teacher, teacher trainer and

materials writer, Alan Stanton. Hello Alan

Alan: (brief hello)

Callum: When studying vocabulary, it's important to find out how a word

is pronounced, and if you know the phonemic symbols which represent the

sounds of English, you can use a dictionary to find out this pronunciation.

However words aren't always pronounced the same! The pronunciation of a

word can change in normal speech. Alan, can you give us some examples

of this?

Alan: (Recap:Linking: different kinds — there’s linking of a final consonant

sound to a following vowel sound, for example — fried egg There is linking

of final vowel sound with initial vowel sound, either with a w sound, for

example — go in. Or with a j sound, for example- say it

Merging: Also when one word ends in a consonant sound and the next

begins with a consonant sound, we don’t hear both separately, we just hear

one e.g. a bit tired

Disappearing: And then there is elision where sounds that we can see in the

spelling disappear in the pronunciation. This particularly affects t when it

has a consonant sound on either side e.g. just do it
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Callum: So we've seen that in speech, sounds link, they merge and they
even disappear. Unfortunately that's not all that they do. Sounds can also
change!

Here are some examples. Listen to two words said individually, then listen
to them in a sentence — can you hear the difference, what is happening
where the two words meet.

INSERT EXAMPLES 1

Good ..... girl. She's a good girl. Good ..... girl - Good girl

Alan, what's happening here

Alan: The sound at the end of the first word is taking on the quality of the
sound at the beginning of the second. So the /d/ at the end of good,
becomes like the /g/ at the start of good. It doesn’t disappear, it actually
sounds like a /g/.

Here are some more examples:

INSERT EXAMPLES 2

Good ....boy. He's a good boy. Good ...boy. Good boy

White .... Paper. I only use white paper. White .... Paper. White paper
Speed .... Boat. I've never been in speed boat. Speed .... Boat. Speed boat
Callum: Why does this happen?

Alan: The reason for this feature of connected speech — it’s called
assimilation, by the way, is to do with the place in the mouth where we
make sounds. For example, when you say /b/ or /p/ you can feel that both
your lips are pressed together. When you say /t/ or /d/ or /n/ you can feel
that your tongue is touching above your top teeth, [on a place called the
alveolar ridge].

When you say /k/ or /g/ or the —ng sound at the end of words like 'going’,
you can feel the back of your tongue touching the roof of your mouth. What
happens is that the sounds pronounced on the alveolar ridge change so that
they resemble sounds made in the other two places. For example, in the
phrase ‘we can go now’ the /n/ in ‘can’ sounds like ‘ng’ because of the
influence of the following /g/ sound. If we take the phrase ‘We can buy it’
the

/n/ in ‘can’ sounds like a /m/ because of the influence of the following /b/.
Callum: Let’s listen to those phrases said very slowly and then at normal
speed.

INSERT EXAMPLES 3

We can go now. We can go now. Can go Can go

We can buy it, We can buy it. Can buy. Can buy
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So the same word can be pronounced in more than one way.

Alan: Yes, because we could hear the strong form — can, the weak form cn,
or the assimilated forms in ‘we can go now’ and ‘we can buy it’ More
examples: On my way here today, | walked through Green Park. If I say
this slowly it is Green Park but at normal speed it is Greem Park.

INSERT EXAMPLES 4

Green Park. | walked through Green Park. Green park Green park

On Monday. He arrives on Monday. On Monday On Monday

Fine by. It's fine by me! Fine by fine by

Callum: And sometimes sounds can disappear and cause other sounds to
change. Let's hear an example of that, first within a single word

INSERT EXAMPLE 5

Hand bag. I can't find my handbag. Hand bag handbag

Callum: A hambag!

Alan: first thing is the /d/ sound between two consonant sounds, it
disappears, this now leaves the /n/ sound at the end of the first syllable, the
next sound is /b/ and so the lips try to say /n/ while getting into the right
shape to say /b/ and that turns it into an /m/ sound, so it sounds like
‘hambag’.

Callum: That was an example from a single word. But what about in a
sentence? One of the famous sites of London is an old cathedral. Listen to
the words and how

they are pronounced individually then together.

INSERT EXAMPLE 6

Saint ..... Paul's. I'm going to visit Saint Paul's Cathedral today. Saint ....
Paul's, Saint Paul's

Alan: What is happening here is that first of all we are pronouncing the
word ‘saint’ in its weak form ‘st’. The /t/ sound then disappears because it
has a consonant

sound on either side. This puts /n/ next to /p/ so the /n/ changes to /m/ and it
sound like ‘smpauls’.

Callum: And isn’t there another kind of assimilation, different from what
we have been discussing so far?

Alan: Yes, there is a type of assimilation known as coalescent assimilation
in which both sounds change to a third sound. For example when we say
Could you come tomorrow? The d at the end of could, and the j at the end
of you join together to make a third sound, so it sound like /dz/. Other
examples are
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INSERT EXAMPLES 7

Would you. Would you like some tea? Would you — would you Did you.
Did you see it?. Did you did you

Callum: Today we've been looking at pronunciation and particularly at
how sounds at the end of words can change when they bump into the
following word, as they do in everyday speech.

Here now is another example of every day speech which doesn't exactly
sound the same as the individual words.

INSERT EXAMPLES 8

Do you want to get a cuppa? (like — djew wanna getta cuppa?)

Alan: Quite a few things happening here! First 'Do you' - 'djew’ .

The /d/ and /j/ are joining to make a /dz/ sound

Elaborate and extend with further examples (I can get these recorded if you
have specific examples you'd like to refer to

Want to — wanna — elision and weak form (though yes not a true example as
a rather informal(lazy?) pron.

Get a — getta — linking and weak form

Cup of tea — cuppa — elision of /f/, weak form and linking

Callum: So when this happens and with the other features of fluent speech,
like linking and joining and disappearing sounds it's not surprising that
many people find listening a difficult skill. Often what they hear doesn't
seem to match what they know. Alan, what's your advice for students on
how to deal with this.

Alan: The features we have been looking at today are the inevitable result
of speaking fast and fluently, so there is no need to deliberately practise
them but knowing about them can improve your listening comprehension.
One thing that learners can do is learn the phonemic symbols becaue this
will enable you to find out the pronunciation of words from a dictionary.
However, some of the features we have been looking at, such as sounds
disappearing and changing, are not always indicated by the phonemic
symbols in dictionaries.

But learners can listen carefully, especially to what happens to the sound /t/
and the sound /m/ because these are the probably the easiest ones to spot.
Some learners might find it helpful to read aloud while listening to a
cassette, if they have both the cassette and the tapescript.

Callum: Well, I'm afraid that's all we have time for today, thank you very
much Alan for being with us.

Alan: Goodbye
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Callum: Remember you can listen to our programmes online and do a
range of exercises including pronunciation practice on our website at
bbclearningenglish.com Hope you can join us next time for more Talk

about English. Goodbye

Exercise #1
1. sit
2. friend
3. valley
4. cup
5. oboe
6. time
7. do
8. age
9. sphere
10. health

Exercise #2

1. do
2. go
3. mob
4. son
5. said
6. plaid
7. maid
8. double
9. soup
10. soul

Exercise #3

clap
steak
click

ache

halb o e

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

11.
12.
13.
14.

TRANSCRIPTION PRACTICE

would
praise
cabin
fudge
comb
busy
hungry
sugar
fluid
money

should
course
tell

we
cafe
bit
sign
police
laugh
flaunt

crazy
ghost

cgg
tug



5. plaque
6. gem

7.
8
9
1

dodge

. job

fizz

0. easy

Exercise #4

1.

PR LD

9

cease
fuss
blitz
mix
scene
chin
batch
much
cello

10. vest
Exercise #5: Silent Letters

1.

2
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9
1

bouquet

. czar

. resign

. knee

. silhouette
write

. thumb

. gnaw

. subpoena
0. chalk

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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15. singer
16. finger
17. tank
18. flung
19. Xerox
20. question

of

Stephen

issue

partial

chic ("fashionable")
bush

phone

rough

reef

fluff

11. cupboard
12. sword

13. rheumatism
14. corps

15. psyche

16. taught

17. phlegm

18. arraign

19. mine

20. column
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11.

12.
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IMutanHs Ha nepMii pyOi*kKHMIA KOHTPOJIb

Busnaure, 1o ckiagae npeamer GOHETHKH.

BusHaure 3HaueHHST ()OHETHKH SIK HAYKOBOI JUCIUILIIHH.

SIKUM YMHOM 3BYKOBa CTOPOHA MOBH CITiBBITHOCUTHCS 3
rpaMaTU4YHUM CTPOEM, JIEKCHKOIO, MOp¢ooriero?

[To BuBUac 3aranbHa i crierianbHa Gporernka? Omnucosa i
icropuuHa goHeTrka? EkcriepuMeHTabHa i KoMIapaTHBHA
¢doneruxa?

BuszHaute miciie pOHETHKH Cepell iHIMX JTIHTBICTHIHHX
JUCLIMILIIH.

Cdepu 3acTocyBaHHA Pe3yJbTaTiB AOCHIIIKEHD 3 (YOHETHUKH.
ExcrniepuMeHTanbHI METOAH, SIKI BAKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS B
JOCITIKEHHSX 3 aKyCTHKHU 3BYKiB MOBJICHHS
ExcrnieprMeHTanbHI METOAH, SIKI BAKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS B
JOCIHIPKEHHSIX apTUKYJIATOPHOTO aCHEKTY 3BYKiB MOBJICHHSI.
ExcrniepuMeHTanbHI METOAH, SIKI BAKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS B
JOCTIDKEHHIX (DYHKI[IOHATBHOTO aCIeKTy 3ByKiB MOBJICHHS.
Yu Mae 3HaYSHHS MaTepiaibHa NPUPOA IUIaHy BUPAXKECHHS
(3ByKOBa CTOpOHA) MOBHOTO 3HaKa JIJIsl CEMIOTHKH (3arabHO1
Teopii 3HaKa)?

1o o3navae Toit akT, MO BCi JOACHKI CHITBHOTH KOPUCTYIOTHCS
3BYKOBMMHU MOBaMu?

OOrpyHTYyiiTe, 9OMY BCl iCHYI0U1 )KHB1 MOBH € 3BYKOBUMH.
BusHaure 3HaueHHS1 POHETHUKHU SIK HAYKOBOT TUCIUILTIHH.
Buznaure nonsitts poHemu. dyHkuii GoHEMH y MOBICHHI.
®onetnka i Gponomoris. O0’eKTH qOCTiHKEHD ¥ POHETHII 1
(dhonoOTII.

HuctpubytuBHuil MeTo BuaineHHs honeM. [IpoimocTpyiite Ha
MIpPUKIIafax.

S po3yMitoTs poHEMY MpencTaBHUKH MOCKOBCHKOI KON ?
Sk po3ymitoTh hoHeMy npeacTaBHUKH JIeHIHTPaChKOT KON ?
Sk po3ymitoTh horemy npencraBHUKH [Ipa3pkoi mkonu?
BxaxiTs Ha po301>KHOCTI B CETMEHTAIlii MOBJICHHS 3 TOUKH 30y
Tpy6euskoro i Hlepou.

Yum MO’KHA TTOSICHUTH PO301KHOCTI pe3ybTaTiB BHOKPEMIICHHS
IHBEHTapIo (hOHEM PI3HUMH JOCTiTHUKAMHU?

OxapakrepusyiiTe TpH aclieKTH 3ByKiB MOBJICHHSI.
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OxapaxrepusyiiTe n18a Buan anodonis. HaBeniTs npukimaay anr.,
YKP.., POC. MOBaMH.

Yum BU3HAYAETHCA CIIB HANEXKHICTh aJ0(OHIB 0gHIH hoHeMu?
Busnaute moHATTS qudepeHiitHnx o3HaK.

[NosicHITH MPUHIMIT KOMYTaLiHHOT TIEPEBIPKU.

Meton nodopy miniMansHUX nap. Ono3uiii. Buau onmo3umiii y
3JIE)KHOCTI BiJ KUTBKOCTI pO3Pi3HIOBATBHUX PHC.
[Ipoananizyiite MO3UTUBHI 1 HETATHBHI CTOPOHH aTOMICTUIHOTO
TpaKTyBaHHS POHEMHU.

®onema i anodonu. [aiite BU3HAYCHHS 1 IPOLTIOCTPYHTE Ha
MPUKIIAaX.

BkaxiTh, 4MM 3yMOBIICHE PI3HOMAHITTS 3BYKOBOT'O BUPA KEHHSI
¢donem.

OxapaxTepusyiTe MOBeAiHKY (DOHEMH B TIO3HIIIT HEHTpaizamii 3
touku 30py LLlepou i Cankr-IleTepOyp3bpK0i (POHOIOTTUHOT IKOIIH.
Oxapakrepu3syiite moBeniHKy GOHEMH B MO3MLIT HEUTpamizawii 3
TOYKH 30py MOCKOBCHKOT (POHOIOTIYHOT IIKOIH
OxapaxTepusyiiTe MoBeAiHKY (POHEMH B TIO3MIIIT HeHTpami3amii 3
TouKH 30py [Ipa3pkoi HhoHOMOTIYHOT MIKOIH.

JlafiTe BU3HAUCHHS MOHATTIM apxioHeMHU, rimephoHeMH,
Mopdonemu. HaBenitTe mpuxiam.

OpraHu MOBJIEHHSI Ta 1X y4acTb y TBOPEHHI 3ByKiB MOBJICHHSI.
AKTHUBHI Ta MaCUBHI OpraHN MOBJICHHS.

BynoBa MOBIEHHEBOTO amapary.

MexaHi3Mu apTUKYJIAMii. TakTi TuxaHHs.
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Iutanns Ha Apyrui pyOixkHUH KOHTPOJIb

Oxapaxrepusyiite 4 kpurepii knacudikamii aHTITHCHKIX
npurosiocHuX. [opiBHANTE 3 POCIFCHKOI0/YKPATHCHKOIO MOBaMH.
OxapakTepu3yiTe aHTIIACHKI TPUTOJIOCHI 3aJIKHO BiJl pOOOTH
rOJOCOBHX 3B'A30K.

OxapakTepru3ynTe aHTIIIHCHKI IPUTOJIOCH] 3aJIS)KHO BiJl OpraHiB
MOBJICHHS, 1[0 YTBOPIOIOTH MEPEIIKOAY .

Oxapakrepusyiite 5 KpuTepiiB Ki1acudikalii roJIOCHUX B
aHTyiiiceKiit MoBi. [lopiBHSHTE 3 pOCiICEKOI0/YKPaTHCHKOIO
MOBaMH.

OxapakTepu3yiTe aHITIIHCHKI TOJIOCHI 32 03HAKOIO PSAY.
OxapaxTepu3yiTe aHTIIHCHKI TOJIOCHI 32 03HAKOIO OTyOJIEHOCTI.
ApTuKymsIiiiHa 6a3a aHITHCHKOT MOBH B 001aCTi KOHCOHAHTH3MY.
AptukynsimiiHa 06a3a aHTTiHCHKOT MOBHU B 00J1aCTi BOKaTi3My.
[opiBusiiTe GpoHOTOTIYHMI CTaTyC appUKaT B aHTMIHCHKHUH 1
pociiichkiit/ ykpaiHCbKiit MoBax. [IpoinrocTpyiiTe Ha prUKIagax.

. [lopiBHsiiTe (poHONOTIUHMIA CTaTyCc AUDTOHTIB B aHTTIHCHKUH 1

poCiHchKill/ ykpaiHChKiii MoBax. [IpoimocTpyiiTe Ha MpUKIazax
OxapaxTepu3yiTe aHTIIHCHKI TOJIOCHI 32 03HAKOIO TIPUETHAHHS 10
HACTYITHOTO OJIOCHOTO.

Buznaure noHATTA cKilagy

CxiagoyTtBopeHHs. Teopist M’s30B01 Hanpyr# a00 AyTH HATIPYTH.
[Inrocu 1 MiHyCH Teopii.

CknanoytBopenHs. ConopHa teopis. [Iimtocu 1 Minycu Teopii.
CxiagoyTtBoperHs. Teopist muxanbHUX TOMTOBXIB. [1mtocH i
MiHYCH Teopii.

Ck1aoIo i Ha mijcTasl ciiabonoYyaTkoBUX / CHIIBHOKIHIIEBUX 1
CWJIBHOTIOYAaTKOBHX / ¢71a00 KiHIIEBUX HMPUTOIOCHUX.

SIKi COHaHTH BHCTYNAIOTh K CKJIAJOTBOPHI B aHTIIMCHKIiH i
POCIHCBKIi/yKpaiHCBhKi#f MOBax?

JlaiiTe BU3HAaYEHHS IHTOHAIIIT.

Busnaute QyHKii iHTOHALI].

YkaxiTh QyHKLIT IHTOHAIIHHIX KOMIOHEHTIB (CHJIH, BUCOTH TOHY,
TeMOpy, TEMITy, iIHTEeHCUBHOCT1).

Ski po3ioBi 3HAKH 3aMiHIOKOTH IHTOHAIIIIO HA TIHCHMi?

SIKi KOMYHIKaTHBHI THITH MTPOTIO3UIIiil BUMOBIISIFOTHCS 3 BHCX1THUM
ToHOM? HaBemiTh mpukiagm.
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UnM BU3HAYAE€THCA KOMYHIKATUBHUHN THIT pEUEHHS B MOBi?
®pazoBuii Haronoc, HOro BiAIMIHHICTB Bijl CIIOBECHOTO HAroJocCy.
Tunu Haronocy. Ix o3Haku, QyHKILi.

3 SIKUMU CyTepcerMEHTHUMU SBUIIIAMU HEPO3PHBHO IMOB'sI3aHUHT
(pazoBuii HArooC, TOBEIITh HAa MPUKIIAAAX.

SKi IpOCOIUYHI OMHUII TTepe0yBarOTh Y CKIIAHIH 1 HEMOMUTbHIH
€IIHOCTI B )XUBIA MOBI.

Cunrarma abo CMHUCIIOBA TpyTIa.

Hagenite npuknaau i MoACHITh, SKUM YHHOM HAroJioc BUKOHYE
(hyHKIIT cITOBO- 1 HOPMOPO3PI3HEHHS.

Micrie Harojocy B CJI0Bax, MOB’SI3aHUX 3 iICTOPUKO-TE€HETHIHOIO
CTOPOHOO PO3BUTKY aHTIIIHCHKOT MOBH.

Putm. Cnenndika aii puTMy B MeXax CUHTarMH, pe4eHHs, O1TbII
KPYITHUX TEKCTOBUX YTBOPEHb.

SIKMM YMHOM BIUIMBA€E PUTM Ha CIIOBA i3 ABOMa i Oijblie
HaroJocaMH, a TAaKOK Ha Ji€CJIOBa 3 MICISIIOraMi B MOBHOMY
noroui?

BuzHaure moHsTTS rpademu.

UuM MOKHA TOSICHUTH 3Ha4HI PO301KHOCTI y 3BYKOBIH 1
MIUCbMOBIH aHTTIIMCBKiH MOBI ?

Sxuii 3B'130K icHY€e Mixk rpademoro i poremoro?

Sxuii 3B'A30K iCHY€ Mixk rpademMolo i OykBoro?

Sxi QyHKUiT 31aTHI BUKOHYBAaTH aHIITIHCHKI Tpademu 3a
JOMIOMOTOI0 «HIMOTO» €1T.

UwnM BiZpi3HAETHCA TPAHCKPHUIIIIIS B TpaHCTITEparii?

VYKaxiTh, Ki KOMYHIKaTHBHI THIIH PEY€Hb BUMOBIISIOTHCS 31
criagHUM ToHOM. HaBeniTe npuxiiaau.

Sk cniBBigHOCATHCS (poHEMH, rpademu, OykBU 1 MOpdemu ?
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Appendix A

English and Russian Vowel Phonemes

Height Position Front Front- Central , Back Back
of the of the retracted mixed advanced
tongue bulk of
the tongue
Close Narrow u I Bl u: 'y
(high) variation
Broad i u
variation
Mid- Narrow e o(u) o
open variation
(half- Broad c}
open) variation
Low Narrow
(open) variation @A)
Broad ® a(u) A
variation a(i)
Comparative Table of Phonemes in Different Languages
Language [Conso |Vowels |Total |[Language |Conso- |Vowels |Total
nants nants
Russian (34 6 40 |German 22 18 40
English (24 21 45 |Abkhazian |68 3 71
French 17 15 32 |Finnish 13 8 21




alveolar
ridge

upper
lip

lower
lip
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nasal cavitics

ﬁh/ velum
= ’ blade front ootk patalc)
P uvula

pharynx

epiglottis

hyoid bone

thyroid cartilage

cricoid cartilage

Figure 2.1 Cross-section of the vocal tract.

Chart 1

ACCENTS of ENGLISH

|

r

ENGLISH-based

AMERICAN-based
pronunciation standards

: :

pronunciation standards
British || [Irish || Australian || New Zealand
English || English || English English

American || Canadian
English || English

Norther ||  Southern English /

Erglislll Reccived Pronunciation || English

—_—
Scottish | Welsh | Northern Ireland
English]  English




